Mr.   Arthur   Mayhew   on
Culture    Conflict

UNLIKE Sir Valentine Chirol and Mr* Pitt-Rivers, Mr. Arthur
Mayhew, who is now the Educational Adviser to the Colonial
Office, London, urges that race has little to do with conflict between
the East and West. He admits that a conflict exists, but its cause is
cultural, not racial. Mr. Mayhew spent the best part of his life in
the Educational Service in India and acquired exceptional qualifi-
cations to write the book, The Education of India, in which he
discusses not only purely educational questions but also the larger
problem of the interaction of Eastern and Western Civilizations.
As a matter of fact, his book teems with references to the East and
the West. It will take too long to examine all the various connota-
tions which he gives to these terms. Attention must here be
restricted to his basic view of Eastern and Western Civilizations.

At the outset it should be noted that, in using the terms East
and West, Oriental and Occidental, Mr* Mayhew has in view almost
exclusively India and England. He does not refer to China or the
Islamic countries to the west of India when he speaks of the East,
nor does he refer to France, Germany, or the United States when
he speaks of the West. It is just India and England.

East and West, he says, stand for "two types of culture" which,
"though they have reacted on one another, have not yet fused;
their interaction has been so far responsible for antagonism rather
than co-operation" (Mayhew, The Education of India^ p. 177).
In proof of this he says: "Lord Milner's view that, owing to cultural
differences, India as a Dominion of the British Empire must remain
*an embarrassment and weakness, not satisfying India> and not